Newsletter #2
Dear Friends of the Moissac Fêtes des Plaisanciers 2018,
As we head into the Christmas break and New Year celebrations, we would like to share
a few news items regarding next year’s Fêtes des Plaisanciers, because a few exciting
things have been happening over the past few months.
The French-English group in Moissac – a bunch of creative people!

Here a picture of the French-English Friends group in Moissac at their Christmas
lunch on December 19th. Over the past few months, this vibrant group has been
working on a Sculpture Walk that will be part of the BargeArts Expo 2018 and a
series of texts – poetry and stories – that will be presented at the Welcoming
Ceremony of the Fêtes des Plaisanciers 2018.
If you live in or near Moissac and would like to get involved, please contact
Nathalie Simonet via email: nathalie.simonet@free.fr
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Who is the Biggest Tosser?
Good news to hear that the Inaugural 2014 Big Tosser, Steve Bridges from barge
“Somewhere”, will return to Moissac in 2018 to challenge for top honours again. Steve,
and his wife Jo, now run the successful Bargecraft Training School in Castelnaudary.
They missed the 2016 Fêtes, as they were busy setting up the Bargecraft business, but
have been lured west in search of fame and fortune again. Hopefully, the 2016 Big
Tosser, Mike from barge Carolyn, will be able to attend and defend his title, in what
would be a great Toss-Off.

2014 Big Tosser Steve

2016 Big Tosser Mike

Shipwrecked in the Auckland Isles: the amazing story of a man from Moissac
Born in 1830 in Moissac, François-Édouard Raynal was an explorer, adventurer and
writer travelling the world. In 1869 he published his autobiographical account of the
shipwreck he had experienced in 1864 on board of the schooner Grafton, sailing from
Sydney to explore the Campbell islands south of New Zealand in search of mineral
resources and seals. This is an amazing account of how the five men survived 20 months
on a deserted island under extreme conditions, and how they managed to return back –
once you start reading this book, you can’t put it down!
Les Naufragés , ou Vingt mois sur un récif des îles Auckland.
François-Édouard RAYNAL
Preface: Christiane Moertelier et Henri Ena
ISBN 2-914031-05-X (available in Moissac bookstore or Kindle)
Wrecked on a Reef: Or, Twenty Months Among the Auckland Isles François-Édouard RAYNAL
Translated from French to English (available on Kindle)
ISBN 10: 129749668X ISBN 13: 9781297496684
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“Kick Shins” gearing up for the Fêtes des Plaisanciers in Moissac
Kick Shins, a band led by Stuart Barry from barge “Hilda May”, will be one of several
groups performing at the Fêtes. They have been performing at Christmas parties
recently, but still managing to increase the repertoire. In the New Year, they will be
working on several new tunes and dances that they have in mind for the trip to France.
Their usual line-up is a front line of melodeon/guitar and fiddle/hurdy-gurdy and back
line of drums and keyboard. This may change a little by the time they come to France in
August. Everyone has it in the diary, but it’s a fair way off and things can change. They
already have one of their long-standing extra members lined up to join them on drums
and bass, if required.
The attached photo shows them playing at a recent gig in Reading, in the south of
England. As you can see, although they use several acoustic instruments they are more a
folk-rock band who can keep a party moving.

Last but not least … a big Thank You!
Thank you everyone who has come forward with fun ideas and expressing their
interest to participate in the Fêtes des Plaisanciers 2018. Some of you have already
indicated that you will be available to help a little here and there as volunteers over
the festival weekend. If you wish to participate in the BargeArts Expo, please let us
know over the next month (email: rita.seethaler@tuti.com.au ) and spread the good
word or pass this newsletter on to your friends who might want to participate.
On this happy note we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe, fulfilling and happy
New Year 2018!
With the very best wishes,
Rita & Tony from Kanumbra
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